
United Nations Association of Germany’ delegation visited the Supreme Court 

 

The Chief Justice (second from the left) with the UNA-G Delegation (Photo / SC) 

Today, on 2
nd

 September 2014, the Chief Justice of Rwanda, Prof. Sam RUGEGE, received a 

25 group of people from United Nations Association of Germany. The purpose of their visit 

was to learn about genocide against Tutsi in Rwanda and the country’s peace and 

reconciliation efforts made by Rwandans. 

The Chief Justice briefed this delegation on several issues about Rwanda society like Gacaca 

Courts and reconciliation, Abunzi (justice method of conciliation), management of the post-

conflict situation where Rwandans had to choose what could be useful for their society 

divided. “Rwanda would not have achieved economic stability with a divided society. It was 

important to unite the communities so that they can work collectively and in good spirit”, said 

the Chief Justice. 

The Chief Justice also added that Rwandans themselves decided to re-set up Gacaca Courts in 

new form to reduce the time that the ordinary system of judgement could take a hundred of 

years to give justice to the survivors as well as to the perpetrators. The Gacaca Courts’ judges 

were elected by the community itself as wise people. These courts served also to eradicate the 

impunity system that bad politicians had established in the country, added the Chief Justice. 

For ones that can criticize the Gacaca Courts’ system, the Chief Justice clarified that the 

crimes of genocide were committed in the eyes of everyone. It was unnecessary to wait for 

professional judges to try criminals. “Whoever could lie, others contradict them directly”, 

clarified Chief Justice. He added that this system was also a kind of healing process, a way of 

confess and an occasion for forgiveness. 

Chief Justice reminded the delegation that after the ugly history of country, Rwandans had to 

come to rebuild the country and the society. 



Till today, the Germany had convicted one genocide perpetrator, and another case is now 

pending, added one of the guests. 

Dr Ekkehard Griep, Vice Chairman of the United Nations Association of Germany (UNA-G) 

and the head of the delegation, expressed his satisfaction to learn more from Rwanda vis-à-

vis the Chief Justice discussions. 

The UNA-Germany is a non-profit making organisation that strives to inform the German 

public about the aims, institutions and activities of the UN. It was founded in 1952 as a non-

governmental organization and became a full member of the World Federation of United 

Nations Associations (WFUNA) in 1966. 
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