
Hon. Chief Justice launched an annual 3-day retreat of Judges 

 

Hon. Chief Justice, Dr. Faustin NTEZILYAYOA, during the opening ceremony (Photo / SC) 

Kigali Radisson Blu Hotel, March 31, 2022 – Constitutional and Statutory Interpretation: 

the best approach to construct a legal provision and to rely on case law. This is the topic of 

annual three-day retreat for Judges of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeal. This year’s 

retreat was opened by Hon. Chief Justice, Dr. Faustin NTEZILYAYO, and it is held in line with 

the mandate vested to the Judiciary by the Constitution, of protecting fundamental liberties 

and human rights. 

In his opening remarks, Hon. Chief Justice reminded that “Presidents of national superior 

courts (Supreme Court and Court of Appeal) are required to convene and chair judicial meeting 

in which all judges of such courts are invited, whenever it is deemed necessary, in order to 

examine legal issues that may have arisen from court proceedings at different court levels, and 

determine a legal position for addressing them”. 

He added that judicial training is essential to ensure high standards of competence and 

performance. Judicial training is fundamental to judicial independence, the rule of law, and 

the protection of the rights of all people. 

He further stated that judicial training is indispensable for Judges in Supreme Court and 

Court of Appeal for it is a great occasion for them to “discuss together various matters related 

to harmonization of adjudication procedure between superior courts and lower courts based 

on different adopted principles of interpretation of laws and relying on case laws and 

precedents that determined a legal position on different issues”.  

In the instant retreat, judges will have an opportunity to discuss and share experiences with 
experienced judges namely Rtd. Justice Edward M. K. RUTAKANGWA (Tanzania) and Justice 
Mbuyiseli R. MADLANGA (South Africa). 


