
The Supreme Court presided over a Public Interest Litigation petition 
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Kigali, 19th May 2020 – The Supreme Court presided over a case related to public interest ligation 

in which ASSAR (Association des Assureurs du Rwanda) sought an order for the enactment of a 

minimum wage in labour matters. 

ASSAR submits that all challenges that hinder the determination of a minimum wage should be 

removed, given that it is an issue that is detrimental to the public interest of residents in Rwanda 

in general and Rwandans in particular. ASSAR reminded the court that in 1976 Rwanda signed 

the Minimum Wage - Fixing Machinery Convention, 1928, n° 26 (which convention demanded 

the setting up of a minimum wage in labour contracts/matters which was not done hitherto). 

The respondent (MIFOTRA) contends that this claim is frivolous and thus inadmissible on the 

backdrop that there is no thorough study conducted by experts to substantiate relevance of this 

matter and the mechanisms initiated by ASSAR to handle it through the public service are 

ineffective/unsuccessful. Furthermore, the respondent submits that this Association does not 

clearly demonstrate the consequences resulting from this issue. 

The University of Rwanda/School of Law that appeared in the court as an amicus curiae submitted 

that the minimum wage is one recognized by Law based on each category of occupation (Article 

2, paragraph 27 of the Law N° 66/2018 of 30/08/2018 regulating labour in Rwanda. It is a salary 

paid to an employee for a given period and such a salary should not be decreased following any 

employment contract. In Rwanda, the minimum wage is determined by an Order of the Minister 

in charge of labour as provided under the law abovementioned.  

On Friday 19th June 2020 at 9:00 am the Court will pronounce itself on the objection raised by 

respondent as a ground for inadmissibility of the petition filed by ASSAR. 


