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Dear Stakeholder/reader

On behalf of the Commercial High Court of Rwanda it gives me much pleasure 
to forward you this newsletter the first of its kind. This is part of our efforts to 
update you about activities here at the court(s). This communication tool, we 
have no doubt will continue to link us together. Over the years, commercial 
justice in Rwanda has taken commendable strides in dispensing efficient and 
effective justice to litigants. On average it will take less than two months to 
pass judgment of disputes brought before us. Plans are afoot to even reduce 
this period to allow you continue with economic activities the mainstay of our 
society.

 We strongly continue to encourage our litigants to endeavor to resolve 
commercial issues before bringing them to us for hearing.

The commercial courts are strongly committed to ensure all stakeholders in the 
field of commerce and business as well as other people it is meant to serve of 
quality justice towards the realization of objectives of the reforms which led to 
the creation of commercial courts and meeting the needs of society in moving 
progressively towards full economic development. 

With the help our stakeholders, we have ensured that all our judges are fully 
compete and equipped to handle matters brought before them. I particularly 
thank the Bar and Bailiffs’ associations for the existing collaboration with the 
commercial courts. Special mention goes to the Investment Facility for Africa 
(ICF) for their invaluable support. I am confident that you will continue to 
support us enhance significantly the professional capacities of our judges and 
other staff.

Finally, I once again encourage you to continue your support and give any 
contribution intended to ensure the realization the vision, mission and values 
of the Judiciary. You  will be more than welcome

Thank you. 

KAMERE Emmanuel

President, Commercial High Court.

Republic of Rwanda. 

Foreword
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THE SUPREME COURT.
THE COMMERCIAL COURT

VISION
An independent judicial system delivering timely and 
quality justice

MISION
To dispense justice with equality,integrity, contributing 
to the reinforcement of the rule of law and respect for 
fundamental liberties and human rights.

VALUES
Impartiality: 

To be neutral in all adjudications while respecting 
human liberties.

Integrity: 
To be honest and truthful

Independence: 
Free from any influence whatsoever

Timeliness: 
To dispense justice with speed and high quality

Excellence: 
Of high quality and free from defects.

Professionalism: 
World standard judgments.

CONTACT US. 
The Judiciary of Rwanda
P.O.Box 2197 - Kimihurura/Kigali
Fax: (+250) 257 517649
Tel:(+250) 257 582276/788304544/0788618509
info@judiciary.gov.rw, http://www.judiciary.gov.rw/

'For quick, efficient and transparent judgments'.

INVESTMENT CLIMATE FACILITY FOR AFRICA. IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF JUDGMENTS
DELIVERED; AND

INVESTMENT CLIMATE FACILITY FOR AFRICA,
ICF SUPPORTS THE RWANDA

We have three primary objectives, namely to:
-Build the environment for investment climate 
improvement
- Get the investment climate right.
- Encourage business to respond

Commercial justice project (rCjp) which aims at 
enhancing contractinvestors' confidence in the commercial 
justice system in rwanda by:

-Fully clearing the commercial litigation backlog;
-Reducing the procedures and time for a more
Efficient and transparent court process;
-Reducing the cost of commercial litigation

-Improving the quality of commercial justice 
information available to court management for decision 
making as well as to various stakeholders.
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Commercial courts have significantly contributed to the
good business environment in Rwanda – Justice Rugege

One of the landmark reforms in the Judiciary in Rwanda was the setting up of specialised courts to handle business-related cases. 

The development has reduced the backlog of commercial-related cases and has played a crucial role in attracting investments into the 

country. Justice Sam Rugege, Chief Justice of Rwanda spoke on plans to improve justice delivery in the country.

This country has had several reforms 
in the Judiciary. What could have 
influenced the government to carry out 
these reforms?
It all starts with the 1994 tragedy, which not only 
affected people but also destroyed institutions; 
so the Judiciary too was destroyed. Many 
judges, registrars and other court employees in 
the Judiciary were killed, others had to flee the 
country after engaging in crimes and others were 
imprisoned. So, from 1995 to 2003, the institution 
had to be re-built almost from scratch after 
the genocide; with about less than 30 qualified 
judges, we had to recruit other judges and court 
employees in the re-establishing of the judicial 
services in the country. The 2003 constitution 
states that all judges must be legally qualified; 
dispensing justice based on law without training 
in law was virtually impossible. Till then, we had 
to go through a process of training paralegals so 
as to handle judicial matters, since most were not 
qualified in law. From 2003 it was then possible to 

re-equip the Judiciary with qualified judges, since 
our universities too were producing lawyers.
At the moment, from the primary to the supreme 
courts; all our judges are qualified with Bachelors 
degree in Law and others Masters in Law, we 
are doing quite well considering that aspect. 
We also had to re-organise the Judiciary now 
that its structure was inefficient where it had so 
many courts and most of the employees were 
inefficient; the 2004 to 2006 period was to ensure 
restructuring of Judiciary and emphasising its 
efficiency and accessibility. Continuous legal 
education of young recruits through trainings has 
been emphasised for years till this day.

In that process of judicial restructuring, 
commercial courts came into place; 
particularly to create a better business 
environment. What had gone wrong, 
why did you opt for specialised courts to 
handle business-related cases?
It is well known that the major driver of Rwanda’s 

vision is economic development and improving 
living standards for our people; these cannot 
be achieved just through the state. The private 
sector has to play a leading role in the wealth-
creating activities and business. This needs a 
legal infrastructure of commercial justice which 
is efficient to avoid losses resulting from time 
and money spent in case processing; so as part 
of the economic development strategies, this was 
to improve efficiency in resolving commercial 
disputes.
Other strategies were tried before, but didn’t work 
out well in that kind of environment, so in 2008 
specialised courts, both at inter-mediate and high 
court levels were created to deal with commercial 
cases. Court Jurisdictions in the country were 
divided into four. These include; one court 
for Kigali and it’s neighbourhood, another for 
Southern and part of Western province, then 
a court for Northern and part of Northern 
province. They were given prior specialised 
training in commercial law, but they are given 
an opportunity to further develop more in this 
field. The Nyarugenge Commercial Court has has 
jurisdiction over 12 districts; Nyarugenge, 
Kicukiro, Gasabo, Kirehe, Kayonza, Bugesera, 
Ngoma, Rwamagana, Gicumbi, Rulindo, 
Nyagatare and Gatsibo. The Huye Commercial 
Court serves ten districts; Huye, Gisagara, 
Nyamagabe, Nyaruguru, Rusizi, Nyanza, 
Kamonyi, Ruhango, Muhanga and Nyamasheke 
while Musanze Commercial Court has judicial 
powers in; Musanze, Gakenke, Burera, Ngororero, 
Rubavu, Nyabihu, Rutsiro and Karongi.

Now that these courts are operational, 
what are the achievements so far?
The major objective of the creation of these courts 
was to maintain efficiency, since the process was 
too slow. They needed to move faster to avoid 
backlogs in commercial cases. At the time of 
the creation of these courts, 3,300 cases existed 
in the commercial chambers which were then 
transferred to these courts. These were many for 
just four courts, but since its speciality was only 
in these cases, they have so far managed to clear 
this backlog. Also, about 17,000 more cases have 
been received over the past six years; currently 
we have 399 cases in the commercial and high 
courts which indicates that a lot has been done 
in resolving cases and only a few are left. In some 
courts like Musanze, 33 cases exist, Huye 32 and 

Justice Sam Rugege
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Nyarugenge leading with 214 cases. In other 
courts, cases are handled as they come in.
The average time that a case spends in 
commercial courts after being registered is two 
months, yet before they used to take years. I 
believe we are far better off and ahead of other 
countries in East Africa and many other African 
countries.

Now that it takes a shorter time to settle 
a case in commercial courts, does this 
have any direct effect on cost of doing 
business?
It saves time and money. The more time a case 
takes in a court, the more one is likely to lose 
in terms of costs and time lost. Today litigants 
are much happier with commercial courts than 
the system before. And I believe it must have a 
great effect on the cost of investments because an 
investor will also consider first whether a country 
has a dispute resolution system and an efficient 
judicial system. I believe both foreign and local 
investors can confidently invest in our country 
with hope of having their contracts enforced once 
cases have been settled in court.

As the head of the Judiciary in this 
country, what do you promise local and 
foreign investors?
Our goal is to be a Judiciary that is comparable 
to any around the world; so that people can get 
justice efficiently. We are continuously improving 
our judicial staff skills and services. Recently, 
about a year ago we introduced the electronic 
case filing which enables a person to file a case 
simply online; for instance, at Kiramuruzi 

Primary Court in Gatsibo district, we discovered 
that a 100 per cent of cases are filed online, which 
is a good indicator that people are now used 
to this system, since it is time saving. We are 
also working with private agents; soon we shall 
introduce e-payment through which court fees 
will be paid smoothly.

Some commentators have said that the 
Judiciary is not independent, what do 
you have to say?
They are wrong. We have heard allegations from 
Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International 
attacking our Judiciary, but these organisations 
have different agenda, they criticise almost 
everything about Rwanda. As far as independence 
from the Executive is concerned --- which is 
the usual allegation --- we have no reports of 
government people putting pressure on the 
judges to make certain decisions. There are cases 

that government has lost, sometimes due to lack 
of evidence and others it has won. If they want to 
see the independence of the Judiciary in that, they 
should go to these cases and analyse them. Also 
you cannot have a 100 per cent confidence that 
there is no single case where a judge was biased 
in favour of one litigant to another for various 
reasons, but all in all the vast majority of judges 
are independent and impartial in a case they take. 
We have a complaints procedures through which 
the inspectorate investigates the procedure; if 
judges are found guilty, disciplinary procedures 
are taken by law.

The way you talk seems all is too well. 
Do you have any challenges?
Laughs…..I think we have challenges. We shall 
always have challenges. The court house housing 
Commercial High Court and Commercial Court 
of Nyarugenge is not sufficient for the operations 
of those courts 
We need bigger courtrooms and more space since 
a judge has to wait for a colleague to complete a 
case hearing so as to also use the same room. We 
have raised the issue and we hope it will soon be 
attended to.
With the support from the Investment Climate 
Facility for Africa (ICF) since 2008, as far as 
equipment is concerned, commercial courts are 
doing well compared with other courts.
Also we still have a backlog in commercial cases 
at the Supreme Court; since we still don’t have 
specialized chambers, so system is slowed down. 
In just one court, we have 375 commercial cases 
waiting to be heard. We hope to get more judges 
in the future to settle this problem.

The Hon. Chief 
Justice, Prof. 
Sam RUGEGE 
(right) with 
CEO ICF, 
Mr. William 
ASIKO.

With the support 
from the Investment 
Climate Facility 
for Africa (ICF) 
since 2008, as 
far as equipment 
is concerned, 
commercial courts 
are doing well 
compared with 
other courts.
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Enhancing efficiency, building 
IN the aftermath of the 1994 genocide, 

there was need to rebuild public 
institutions, including the judiciary. 

The physical infrastructure had been 
destroyed and the human resources 
greatly reduced as many judicial officers 
had either been killed or had fled the 
country. There was need to restructure 
and modernize the judiciary to make 
it functional, efficient and more easily 
accessible to all.
In 2003 a new Constitution came into 
force and laid the framework for reform 
of the judiciary. The court system was 
restructured.
The Supreme Court was unified and the 
rest of the judicial system streamlined 
for better coordination and efficiency. 
Commercial Courts were thus created as 
a result of the reforms.
Before the inception of the specialized 
Commercial Court in 2007, commercial
disputes were handled by ordinary 
primary courts, intermediate courts, 
high court and the Supreme Court.
The Government of Rwanda in 
partnership with the Investment Climate 
Facility for Africa (ICF) thought of 
means to have a lasting solution to this 
remedy by establishing the Rwanda 
Investment Climate project (RICP) 
aimed at further reducing costs and risks 
of doing business in Rwanda.
The Judiciary received more funding 
from the Investment Climate Facility for 
Africa (ICF) to implement the second 
generation of Rwanda Commercial 
Justice Project (RCJP) which aims at 
enhancing investors’ confidence in the 
commercial justice system in Rwanda by:

1  Fully clearing the commercial 
litigation backlog;

2 Reducing the procedures and time 
for a more efficient and transparent 
court process;

3 Reducing the cost of commercial 
litigation;

4 Improving the quality of judgments 
delivered; and

5 Improving the quality of commercial 
justice information available to court 
management for decision making as 
well as to various stakeholders.

Due to the heavy case-load the ordinary 
courts were facing, commercial 

cases were delayed and the business 
community could not get speedy justice 
that is needed in business.
There has been improvement in terms of 
quality of justice thereby addressing the 
challenge of lack of specialized judges 
who could efficiently and professionally 
handle commercial disputes.
This was an answer to members of the 
business fraternity that often complained 
about the lack of specialized judges 
who could efficiently and professionally 
dispose of the cases. “Today, we do have 
specialized commercial courts with 
trained judges who has reduced the cost 
and risk of doing business in Rwanda 
as we have set improved commercial 
courts,” says Justice Kamere Emmanuel, 
the Commercial High Court President.
The commercial courts are currently 
organized into a Commercial High 
Court, situated in Kigali, which also 
houses the Nyarugenge commercial 
court.

The Nyarugenge Commercial Court has
has jurisdiction over 12 districts; 
Nyarugenge, Kicukiro, Gasabo, Kirehe, 
Kayonza, Bugesera, Ngoma, Rwamagana, 
Gicumbi, Rulindo,
Nyagatare and Gatsibo.
The Huye Commercial Court serves ten
districts; Huye, Gisagara, Nyamagabe, 
Nyaruguru, Rusizi, Nyanza, Kamonyi, 
Ruhango, Muhanga and Nyamasheke 
while Musanze Commercial Court has 
judicial powers in;
Musanze, Gakenke, Burera, Ngororero, 
Rubavu, Nyabihu, Rutsiro and Karongi.
Each commercial lower court is 
comprised of a minimum of three 
judges including a President and a Vice 
President while there are 7 judges in the 
Commercial High Court. It has registrars 
and other support staff.
The Commercial Courts hear in the first 
instance all commercial financial and 
fiscal cases and other related matters. 
The president of the Commercial High 
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Court can however deploy more judges 
depending on the number of cases in a 
particular Currently there is no need of 
opening more commercial courts since 
all the cases can adequately be handled 
by the available courts.
“We have no plan to extend or spread 
all over the country and further 
decentralization because whenever 
needed, judges go down to the field to 
handle cases that might have arisen.”
According to section-2 article 13 of the 
organic law 06/2012/OL of 14/09/2012 
determining the organization and 
functioning and Jurisdiction of 
commercial courts. 
The Commercial High Court ‘ shall hear 
in the first instance, complaints against 
decisions and judgments rendered by 
Foreign Courts on commercial, financial 
and fiscal cases which require the 
exequatur on the Rwandan territory’
The Commercial High Court is 
comprised of seven (7) judges including 

a President and a Vice President. It has 
registrars and other support staff. When 
hearing cases, the bench is comprised 
of one judge assisted by a registrar and 
the president may designate three judges 
depending on the complexity of the case. 
The Courtrooms are equipped with 
state-of-the art conferencing facilities, 
speakers, projectors and computers.
Backlog reduced substantially on their 
establishment, Commercial Courts
received an estimated 3,300 from 
ordinary courts and have since received 
17,000 new ones that have been handled 
as and when they are filed.
Justice Kamere says many of the cases 
have been successfully concluded. “As of 
28th February, we had a total of 567 cases 
only, 302 of which are under Nyarugenge 
Commercial Court w. ‘Remember 
there are more cases where business 
concentration is high. Huye for example 
commercial court has 46 cases while 
Musanze commercial court remains with 
152 cases,” says the President.
All business related disputes are handled 
by the commercial courts unlike before 
where disputes involving over Rwf20 
million were filed with the court.

Impact on Doing Business
The government of Rwanda is promoting 
investments and creating a competitive 
environment. Solving business related 
disputes with a clear observation of 
timeliness and delivering quality justice 
in commercial courts have contributed 
to building a competitive business 
environment in the country, attracting 
more investors in the process.
“We have qualified judges who are 
specialized in commercial law, so the 
quality of justice is assured and whenever 
a party is not satisfied, the constitution 
guarantees the complainant the
right to appeal,” says Justice Kamere.
On a recent visit to Rwanda the new ICF 
chief
“I’m happy to see the progress you are 
making in the project. An efficient 
commercial justice system is key in 
increasing investor confidence and 
ensuring businesses can resolve their 
conflicts quickly and transparently. 
ICF is pleased to partner with Rwanda 
to improve its investment climate.” – 

William Asiko, ICF CEO.

What are commercial matters?
1. According to the existing law, 
“commercial matters” shall mean 
commercial, financial, fiscal and other 
related matters in connection with:

1° disputes arising from commercial 
contracts or commercial activities 
between individuals or business 
entities;

2° disputes arising from the use of 
negotiable instruments;

3° disputes arising from contracts 
between individuals and financial 
institutions;

4° disputes related to liquidation, 
dissolution and recovery of 
business firms facing bankruptcy;

5° disputes related to insurance with 
the exception of those related to 
accident compensation claimed 
from insurance companies by 
those who have no contract with 
such companies;

6° disputes related to taxes and 
duties;

7° disputes related to the 
transportation of persons and 
goods;

8° any dispute that may arise between 
persons who own or manage 
registered entities and other 
business companies and these 
are: members of the Board of 
Directors;
 b) Directors;
 c) shareholders;
 d) auditors;
 e) liquidators of a dissolved firm;
 f) administrators of the property 

of an insolvent firm;
9° cases related to insolvency;
10° disputes related to intellectual 

property, including trade marks 
and names;

11° disputes related to registration 
and deregistration of business 
people from the commercial 
registers;

12° disputes related to the 
appointment or dismissal of 
auditors of firms;

13° disputes related to business 
competition and consumer 
protection;

investors’ confidence
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14° business-related issues arising in 
cooperative organizations and any 
dispute arising in the preparation 
and execution of administrative 
contracts between public organs 
and the private sector on business 
and financial affairs.

Filing
Cases can be filed either in English, 
French and Kinyarwanda with a 
provision for filing online under the 
Electronic Filing System (EFS).
According to the Court Registrar, 
Mukakimanuka Marie Grace, if someone 
goes to efs.judiciary. gov; he/she receives 
a welcoming message to EFS, log-in to 
receive unique electronic code to be 
used as a file reference throughout the 
process.
A form is then generated, filled by 
the complainant in either PDF or TIF 
with full address of both parties. “One 
can file a case from Rusizi district 
and we immediately record your full 
identification in our documentation, 
then we give feedback on when the 
hearing will ensue,” explains the 
Registrar.
Among the documents that can be 
attached as evidence are; contracts 
or agreements you made with the 
defendant, bills, canceled cheques, 
warranties, receipts or written 
documents having to do with your claim 
as well as other documents supporting 
your case. 
Both parties sign on the sent documents. 
This is done not only all over the country 
but also outside the country where one 
can file a case on 24/7. “Though we leave 
office at 5.00 pm all sent files are received 
the following day.”

Ubucamanza mu Rwanda buri mu inzira nziza yo  kwibohora
.Inkiko z’ubucuruzi zibifitemo uruhare rukomeye

Ku isi yose nta gihugu na kimwe 
wavuga yuko kibohoje bihagije 
ku buryo nta karengane 
kakirangwamo. Uko niko 
kiremwamuntu iteye, muri 
sosisyete ntihabura abantu 
kugiti cyabo barenganya abandi 
ndetse hakanabaho n’ubwo 
n’inzego za leta zirenganya 
abaturage zakabaye zirenganura 
!

Iyo abantu bafitanye 
ibibazo ntibashobore 
kubyikemurira, cyangwa 
ngo babe babikemurirwa 
n’urwego nyubanirizategeko 
(guverinoma)  baba basigaranye 
inzira imwe gusa yo kwitabaza, 
ariyo y’ubucamanza. Iyo rero 
ubucamanza buba bukora 
nabi, igihugu kiba kiri mu kaga 
gakomeye kuko abaturage  nta 
buhungiro baba basigaranye 

uretse gusa kwiheba !

Kuva u Rwanda rwabona 
ubwigenge ubucamanza 
bwakomeje kurangwa 
n’imikorere mibi ndetse 
kenshi aho kurenganura 
abantu bukabarenganya, 
bwari ubucamanza bw’akaruta 
akandi kakamira. Iyi mikorere 
ya nabi ntabwo yaterwaga 
gusa na ruswa yari yaramunze 

abacamanza cyangwa kuba 
barakoreraga mu kwaha 
k’urwego nyubahirizategeko 
ahubwo n’inzego z’ubucamanza 
ubwazo zatangaga icyuho ngo 
abacamanza bakore nabi. Ibi 
kandi ntabwo ari ukuvuga 
ngo yari imikorere mibi 
y’ubucamanza bwa mbere ya 
Nyakanga 1994 gusa, ahubwo 
na nyuma yaho bwakomeje 
gukora nabi kuko bwagumanye 
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ya miterere ya mbere ya 94.

Muri iki gihe ariko Abanyarwanda 
bizihiza imyaka 20 yo kwibohora n’urwego 
rw’ubucamanza rufite impamvu zo 
kwishima yuko narwo koko rumaze 
kwibohora, cyangwa nibura ruri mu inzira 
nziza zo kwibohora, cyane kuva muri 
2004 aho ingamba zo kuvugurura urwego 
rw’ubucamanza zatangiye gushyirirwa mu 
bikorwa ngo rutange ubutabera bunoze 
kandi bwihuse.

Hari abantu bakwibaza uko urwego runaka 
rwakora neza kandi rwaragabanyirijwe 
abakozi ariko uko niko bimeze ku rwego 
rw’ubucamanza mu Rwanda. Uru rwego 
rwagabanyirijwe abakozi ariko ubu 
rukaba rukora neza kurusha rugifite 
abakozi benshi. Muri 2003 mu Rwanda 
hari abacamanza 702 ariko ubu hakaba 
hari  283, baca imanza nyinshi kandi vuba 
kurusha mbere !

Itamwa Mahame Emmanuel ni umwe mu 
bacamanza batanu bagize itsinda rishinzwe 
ubugenzuzi bw’inkiko, akaba ari nawe 
muvugizi w’urwego rw’ubucamanza mu 
Rwanda. Agaragaza yuko muri 2003 inkiko 
zose za Kanto zaciye imanza 3,610 mu gihe 
muri 2012-2013 inkiko z’ibanze zaciye 
imanza 49,876. Aha ikinyuranyo ubwaco 
kirivugora !

Na none nk’uko Itamwa abigaragaza muri 
2003 inkiko za mbere z’ibanze zaciye 
imanza 6,540 ariko muri 2012-2023  
inkiko zisumbuye zica imanza 22,896. Icyo 
kigereranyo kandi kikagaragaza yuko muri 
2003 ink’iko z’ubujurire zaciye imanza 
1,567 mu gihe muri 2012-2013 urukiko 
rw’ikirenga n’ingereko zarwo rwaciye 
imanza 6,918.  No mu rukiko rw’ikirenga 
imibare yariyongereye cyane kuko mu gihe 
muri 2003 haciwe imanza 69, muri 2002-
2013 haciwe 411.

Ibi byo kugira abacamanza bake ariko 
imanza zicibwa zikiyongera bifite impamvu 
zibisobanura ariko zose zikaba zishingiye 
ku kuri k’uko urwego rw’ubucamanza mu 
Rwanda rwivuguruye cyane guhera muri 
2004, hakosorwa imiterere n’imikorere 
yuko rwari rwubatswe mbere ya 94. Ingero 
ni nyinsi !

Abacamanza b’ubu bafite ibintu byinshi 
bibafasha kurusha uko byari bimeze mbere 
ya 2004. Uretse n’uko abubu bahuguwe 
kurusha aba mbere ariko na none 
barakora mu buryo bubategeka gukora 
neza kandi banafite ibikoresho bibafasha 
kongera umusaruro. Uburyo bubategeka 

gukora neza umuntu yavuga nk’urwego 
rw’ubugenzuzi. 

Na mbere ya 2004 mu bucamanza harimo 
urwego rw’ubugenzuzi rukorere mu rukiko 
rw’ikirenga nk’uko bimeze ubu. Nk’uko 
Itamwa ariko abivuga urwo rwego rwa 
mbere rwari rugizwe n’abacamanza baca 
imanza buri munsi, bagasura gusa inkiko 
zavuzwemo ibibazo. Ibi byatumaga badaha 
umwanya uhagije akazi k’ubugenzuzi.

Ishami ry’ubugenzuzi ry’ubu rigizwe 
n’abacamanza b’urukiko rw’ikirenga batanu, 
badakora akandi kazi uretse ak’ubugenzuzi 
bw’inkiko gusa. Ntabwo barindira kujya 
ahavuzwe ibibazo ahubwo bakurikirana 
imirimo y’inkiko umunsi ku wundi. Ibi 
rero bigatuma bibanda ku nshingano zabo 
kurusha abambere bazibangikiranaga n’izo 
guca imanza.

Ikindi kintu cyafashije ubucamanza gukora 
neza kandi vuba ni ishyirwaho ry’inkiko 
z’ubucuruzi. Nk’uko bose uganiriye nabo 
babihamya izi nkiko z’ubucuruzi zirafasha 
cya muri ya mikorere ya vuba kandi neza.

 Icya mbere n’uko izi nkiko ziha icyizere 
abashoramari kuko abazigana baba bazi 
yuko koko baburanishwa n’abacamanza 
baba bahugukiwe akazi kabo kuko kuba 
baburanisha imanza z’ubucuruzi gusa baba 
basobanukiwe neza n’akazi baba bakora 
(specialized judges) kurusha uvangavanga 

imanza z’amoko yose.

Na none bijyanye n’ibyo n’uko izi nkiko 
z’ubucuruzi zinafasha n’abandi bacamanza 
kuba specialized kuko nabo kuba batajya 
mu manza z’ubucuruzi cyangwa ibisa 
nabwo bibanda ku bintu bike kandi 
bakabihugukirwamo neza kurushaho. 
Ariko by’umwihariko n’uko izo nkiko 
z’ubucuruzi zishimwa kuba zica imanza 
vuba kurusha izindi bigatuma abazigana 
barangiza vuba iby’imanza bakikomereza 
indi mirimo.

Ukuri uko kumeze n’uko koko n’ubwo hakiri 
intambwe yo gutera ariko ubu mu Rwanda 
ubucamanza bugerageza gukora neza. Iyo 
mikorere ya neza kandi ntabwo wayirebera 
gusa mu kugereranya ubucamanza bw’ubu 
n’ubwakera ariko  nubwo wabugereranya 
n’ubwa bimwe mu bindi bihugu usanga 
ubw’u Rwanda buri mu inzira nziza.

 Urugero n’uko hano mu Rwanda iyo 
umucamanza apfundiye iburanisha 
itegeko rimuha iminsi 30 kuba yarangije 
gusomoma urwo rubanza. Ibi biba hake 
mu bindi bihugu bisa nk’u Rwanda 
mu mateka y’ubucamanza ! Nko mu 
Burundi nta minsi ntarengwa itegeko riha 
umucamanza ngo abe yarangije gusoma 
urubanza. Ahubwo rivuga yuko agomba 
kurusoma mu gihe gishyize mu gaciro 
(Duree reasonable). Iki gihe gishyize mu 
gaciro ntabwo gisobanutse kuko gishobora 
kuba n’umwaka !



Commercial Court Newsletter
12

The inspector general of courts(extreem right) with participants at the 
justice stakeholders workshop.

Justice Emmanuel Itamwe in an interactive debate 
with journalists.3rd june 2014.

Judiciary spokesperson  2nd front and Dirctor for communication & PR 
1st left after the media training.

The president of the Rwanda Bar Association Mr Rutabingwa 
Athanase speaking at the Judiciary stakeholders consultative 
workshop for baillaif and Bar Association

A cross-section of participants at the commercial court stakeholders workshop on 
june 10th 2014.

Across section of trainnes about real time court reporting using stenographer 
machines and transcription software. 1st left is the trainer from Virtual tech

PICTORIAL



Commercial Court Newsletter
13

Focus group discussions on damages by judges of commercial 
courts.

Deputy Chief justice, Zainabu KAYITESI speaking at the damges training, left is 
Justice kamere president of the commercial high court

Justice kamere president of the commercial high court speaking at the 
damages training for judges.

L-R: SPIU cordinator Mr Sebantu Rwigema, RWANYINDO Kayirangwa Fanfan Vice President Commer-
cial High Court and President of Bailiff Association of Rwanda

Sharing experiences during a court damages training.

This is how it is done Mr Itamwe 
seems to be speaking to journalists 
during the training

PICTORIAL
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The 2012-2013 Annual Judicial Re-
port, released last week, shows that 
about 83,000 cases were tried, leav-
ing more than 30,000 pending. 
 
The report says primary courts tried 
more than 59,000 cases out of 63,000 
filed in 2012. Intermediate courts 
tried around 23,000 cases, leaving 
more than 6,600 pending. 
 
In the High Court, 5,744 are still 
pending, while the Supreme Court 
received 638 files and tried 411. 
About 2,000 cases filed over the past 
years remain pending in the highest 
court. 
 
Justice Minister Johnston Busingye 
said the backlog in the Supreme 
Court is caused by the big number of 
cases received from lower courts. 
 
“The Supreme Court has always had 
a big number of cases because it is 
the overall. It receives appeal cases 
from the High Court, Commercial 
High Court and even from the mili-
tary court,” he said. 
 
The spokesperson for the Judiciary, 
Emmanuel Itamwa, said following up 
cases in the Supreme Court is con-
strained by the fact that a minimum 

of three judges are required to hear  a 
case unlike in the High Court where 
a single judge handles a particular 
case. 
 
Another reason for the backlog is the 
time a case is expected to stay before 
a court from the time it is filed. 
 
While this time frame is five and four 
months in primary and intermediate 
courts, respectively, one would have 
to wait at least seven months to have 
their case concluded in the High 
Court, and almost three years in the 
Supreme Court. 
 
Going by the old system, it will take 
the Supreme Court at least six years 
to clear the 2,000 pending cases. 
 
New provisions 
However, Minister Busingye said 
something will be done to clear the 
backlog.  
 
“We will try to work on it, because 
waiting for your trial for six years 
can cause you more damages,” he 
said. 
 
The new law that was put in place in 
June is expected to reduce the num-
ber of cases being referred to upper 

courts. 
 
For example, some cases that start 
from high court, will now be com-
mencing from intermediate courts, 
while more will start from primary 
instead of intermediate courts. 
 
“Cases of murder have been starting 
in high courts. In the new provisions, 
these cases will be starting in the 
intermediate courts and end in the 
high court on appeal,” said Itamwa. 
 
“We want the community to change 
the mindset and to understand that 
conflicts can be resolved in at com-
munity level because litigation con-
sumes resources,” Busingye said. 
 
Lawyers have welcomed the reforms. 
 
“In October, I filed an appeal before 
the Supreme Court and returned last 
month to find out when the hearing 
is scheduled. I was instead told to 
come back in December 2014 to ask 
for the hearing date,” said Angelique 
Kayitesi, a lawyer. 
 
Busingye said the Supreme Court 
has hired three judges. With three 
more expected the next fiscal year, 
the number will shoot to 20.

The judiciary says a new mechanism determining the organisation, 
functioning and jurisdiction of courts will reduce case backlog

Lawyers consult 
during a past 
meeting.
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KAMERE EMMANUEL

RWANYINDO Kayirangwa Fanfan

Bios

Justice KAMERE Emmanuel 
is currently the president of 
the Commercial High Court. 
In 2008 high was a judge at 
the commercial high court. 
In April 2010-2013  Kamere 
Emmanuel was elevated to 
be the vice president of the 
commercial high court. 

Justice KAMERE joined the 
judiciary from the private 
sector where he worked 
as legal advisor to lawyers 
without borders. He worked 
for the former BCR as a debt 
recovery officer from 2001-
2003, he left BCR to join 
the Rwanda development 
bank BRD to be the manager 
of a special unite establish 
to handle debt recovery 
matters.

Kamere holds a Master of 

Business Law (MBL) from 
University of Witwatersrand 
(WITS), Johannesburg 
(2010). 

He holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Management from 
Universite Libre de Kigali 
(2010), and Bachelor’s degree 
of Law from the National 
University of Rwanda (1998). 
All were achieved with 
distinctions.

Born on 04th January, 1973 
in Kamonyi District, south 
of Rwanda he attended 
Ruyanza primary school, in 
Kamonyi, before joining the 
small seminary St Leon in 
Kabgayi majoring in Latin 
and Modern languages.

Kamere Emmanuel is 
married with four children.

Rwanyindo Kayirangwa 
Fanfan, Vice-President of 
High Commercial Court 
of Rwanda (since October 
2013), holds a Master in 
Corporate Law from the 
University of Witwatersrand 
(WITS), Johannesburg 
(2010).

Rwanyindo also received a 
Bachelor’s Degree of Law 
from the National University 
of Rwanda (1997). 

Her high interest in law 
related to commerce, 
business and trade can be 
highlighted by her Master’s 
research subject “Towards 
effective participation of 
African Countries in the 
WTO Dispute Settlement 
System” as well as various 

other courses and 
trainings she undertook 
like Arbitration, Leasing, 
Negotiable instruments 
among others.

She had previously worked 
as Commercial Bank’s 
credits Officer and Legal 
Advisor between 1998 and 
2004.

In the same year she then 
joined the high court as 
Judge prior to moving to 
Commercial High Court in 
2008.  

On social part, she a 
member of Autism Speaks 
and was founding member 
of Private Sector Association 
against HIV/AIDS.
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Bios
BWASISI MUGABO Germain

Cyridion Nsengumuremyi

Bwasisi Mugabo Germain, President 
of Nyarugenge Commercial Court 
(since September 2011), was born 
in the then Zaire (currently DRC) 
in 1968. He did there his primary 
and secondary studies which he 
completed with major in sciences 
from Mapinduzi Institute in 1987.

He has a Master in Business Law 
(LLM) from the National University 
of Rwanda (2008) as well as 
Bachelor in Law from the Universite 
Libre de Kigali (ULK). 

Bwasisi joined the justice sector of 
Rwanda early 1995 with training 
to Inspector of Judicial Police, 
becoming provincial Prosecutor in 
1996 and provincial Judge in 2004.

He has since attended trainings on 
various laws related to lease, land, 
fiscal, bank, international trade and 
intellectual property among others.

Cyridion Nsengumuremyi is a holder 
of Master of Laws (LLM) in Intellectual 
Property from a Joint Program between 
University of Turin/Italy and the World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO). He is also a holder ofMasters 
(LLM) in Business Law and a Law Bachelor 
Degree both from University of Rwanda.
Before his appointment to the current 
position in August 2011, Mr. Cyridion 
Nsengumuremyi served as Vice President 
of the Commercial Court of Huye 
since April 2008, and had worked as a 
magistrate in Nyarugenge Intermediate 
Court from July 2004 to April 2008. 
He worked as a Legal Advisor of a 
Commercial Company in Kigali for 1 year 
before joining the Judiciary.
Mr. Cyridion Nsengumuremyi has 
attended several Conferencesand 
Workshops on commercial laws and 
Intellectual Property in particular in 
and outside his country. He holds an 
Introductory Certificate in Arbitrationand 
a Certificate in Conflict Resolution as 
Neutral Third Party as well.

RWIZIBUKA 
MUREBWAYIRE 
Liberata 

RWIZIBUKA MUREBWAYIRE Liberata 
is currently the Chief Registrar of the 
Commercial Court a job she has held 
since April 2008; she bosses about 28 
years of working experience in the public 
sector as court registrar.   In April 2007 
to March 2008 she was Registrar of High 
Court / MUSANZE and in 2001 to March 
2004 she was acting Chief Registrar of 
Supreme Court. In   April 2004-2007 she 
was Chief Registrar/TGI GASABO, while 
from 1996 – 2001 she was Registrar of 
Supreme Court. Liberata was also from 
1992 to 1995 Registrar of TPI GITARAMA, 
between 1986- 1992 she was the 
Registrar of TPI GISENYI.

She holds a Bachelors degree in   law 
obtained from Kigali Independent (ULK) 
2001-2006 and is currently completing 
her masters of laws.

She holds a number of trainings 
related to law namely, Commercial 
laws of Rwanda, Contracts, Arbitration, 
Mediation and Conciliation, Insolvency, 
Trade and Business Legislation law and 
Negotiable instruments and Company’s 
laws. She has had training Judicial 
Records Information Management, 
customer care and Judicial Inspection.


